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Louvre 
British Museum 
Oriental Institute 
etc…
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Nineveh, Nabi Yunus

adamganderson@gmail.com



Hobby Lobby, Steve Green

“Hobby Lobby arranged to purchase 
thousands of antiquities — including 
cuneiform tablets and bricks, clay 
bullae and cylinder seals — for $1.6 
million. Some artifacts from the UAE 
bore shipping labels that falsely 
described them as "ceramic tiles" or 
"clay tiles (sample)”      NPR, May 2018
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Isin (Ishan Bahriyat, Iraq)

Iraqi looters in the archaeological site of Isin, May 21, 2003. 
Source: U.S. Department of Defense, Wikimedia Commons.

Nimrud tomb hoard

https://gatesofnineveh.wordpress.com/2016/01/12/how-much-money-
is-isis-making-from-antiquities-looting/

Kültepe tablet hoard
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Pedersen. 1998. The Archives and Libraries in the ANE 1500-300 BC.



The main limitation is the human element, with more than 500,000 
tablets in museums, and likely another 500,000 in the antiquities 
markets and private collections, and only ca. 500 experts working 
with the tablets around the world…
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obverse  

column 1  
1. [8(asz@c) igi-nu-du8 1(barig@c) 2(ban2@c)] 
2. [sze-bi 2(asz@c) 2(barig@c) 4(ban2@c) gur sag+gal2] 
3. [dingir-a-mu] 
4. [8(asz@c) igi-nu-du8 1(barig@c)] 2(ban2@c) 
5. [1(asz@c) du3-a-ku5] 1(barig@c) 2(ban2@c) 
6. [sze-bi 3(asz@c) e2]-ku4# 
7. [7(asz@c)? igi-nu]-du8 [1(barig@c)] 2(ban2@c) 
8. [1(asz@c) du3-a-ku5 1(barig@c)] 
9. [sze-bi 2(asz@c) 2(barig@c) 2(ban2@c) e-ta-e11] 
10. [7(asz@c) igi-nu-du8 1(barig@c) 2(ban2@c)] 
11. [1(asz@c) du3-a-ku5 1(barig@c) 2(ban2@c)] 
12. [1(asz@c) du3-a-ku5 1(barig@c)] 
13. [sze-bi 3(asz@c) la2 2(ban2@c) ur-ki] 
14. [5(asz@c) igi-nu-du8 1(barig@c) 2(ban2@c)] 
15. [1(asz@c) du3-a-ku5] 1(barig@c)# 
16. [sze-bi 2(asz@c)] la2# 2(ban2@c) [en-kisal]-si 
17. [igi-nu-du8] gesz-me 

http://cdli.ucla.edu/
http://oracc.museum.upenn.edu
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U+12000

Unfortunately, despite the fact that 2D images of tablets are readily available, 
the photos do not have enough depth to allow for accurate vectorization of the 
glyphs. So in order to accommodate for the cuneiform regional dialects and 
hand written glyphs, most scholars continue to draw their copies by hand.
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Hubert Mara 2012-2019
Heidelberg University 

GigaMesh
3D Scanning  

Software Framework
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3D scans have the depth 
sufficient to allow for accurate 
vectorization of the signs, similar 
to the scholar’s copy
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KA 
“mouth”

adamganderson@gmail.com



using an n-dimensional matrix we 
can represent each glyph and 
distinguish ligatures
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Photogrammetry 
& 3D Scanning
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Kültepe-Kaneš, Turkey
Adam Anderson. 2018. The Old Assyrian Social Network:  

an analysis of the archives from Kültepe-Kanesh 
(Harvard University Dissertation)
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